The Boat Safety Scheme Examination

Thank you for asking me to carry out a Boat Safety Scheme Examination of your boat, I enclose my ‘Boat Details Sheet’ for you to complete. Please either bring it with you on the day of the Examination or post it to me at the address below.

Booking the Examination


It's always a good idea to book an examination a couple of months before it's due, since if your boat does fail for any reason, you'll still have a reasonable amount of time to put things right. 

If it does pass first time around, I can forward-date your new certificate so that it will expire four years from the expiry date of the old one (up to two months ahead only). This means you don't lose out on the full four years that each BSS Certificate is valid for. 

NOTE: If your boat is residential (i.e. it is someone’s main residence), and you have a gas system with a test point rather than a bubble tester for determining that the system is free from leaks, then the gas soundness test MUST be carried out by a registered Gas Safe (formerly CORGI) fitter. I can arrange this if required, please ask, well in advance, if you require this service. You may, if you wish, employ your own choice of Gas Safe registered fitter to carry out the gas soundness test, which MUST be done at the same time as the Boat Safety Scheme Examination is carried out.

Preparation 

I encourage you to read through the Boat Safety Scheme Essential Guide (second edition, published in November 2005). It is available from the BSS Office – 01923 201278, or on line at www.boatsafetyscheme.com. You will find plenty of information there about the requirements of the Boat Safety Scheme. If you are unclear about anything, please contact me, I will be happy to advise you.

Before the Examination

If your boat is moored at a marina or private mooring you must obtain permission from the mooring's owner or manager for me to to carry out the Examination at that location.

I will need the details of your last Boat Safety Certificate, if you have documents demonstrating compliance or specifications of equipment on board please have them on board. Make sure that everything is in working order. I will want to see all burners on the gas appliances working, including water heaters and boilers, so you must ensure that you have sufficient battery capacity, water and gas on board to run gas appliances for up to 10 minutes. It will speed the Examination if the boat is presented in a clean and tidy condition. I will need to be able to check gas systems, electrical wiring and fuses, where accessible, so make sure that any access panels are opened. All gas pipe joints (including the final connection at appliances) must be accessible for examination, as must the full length of flexible pipes connecting appliances, this may mean that the cooker, hob or oven unit will need to be unscrewed beforehand. It will not be necessary to run the engine during the examination, but if the engine is boxed in or enclosed, make sure that covers are removed so that there is access to fuel pipes, filters, electrical wiring, etc. Access must also be provided to the batteries, fuel tank, fuel filling and vent pipes (including filler and tank connections), and all fuel pipes and filters. 

If necessary I can carry out preparation work prior to commencing the Examination, if you require this service please ask me for details.

On the day

It will be helpful if you can attend whilst the Examination is in progress. Examiners are not permitted to use tools, during an examination, to gain access to anything that needs to be checked, so if you are present you can attend to this. Also, should any item fail to meet the requirements of the Scheme, I can explain the reason, and, if required, offer advice on rectification. If you are not able to be present you will need to make sure that all systems are readily accessible and that keys for access to the boat and any locked compartments are made available. Mains electrical shore power leads must be disconnected at the shore supply, and inverters or or on-board generators must be isolated, during the Examination, .

Finally

I want your boat to pass! So please ask if you need any advice on the requirements of the Boat Safety Scheme. If there are some items that need rectification before a Certificate can be issued, I will provide you with a report listing them – once again if you need advice, please ask!


Andy Clarke MABSE

15 Worton Road

Middle Barton

Chipping Norton OX7 7EE

T: 01869 340001


M: 07860 577480


E: andy@bm-services.co.uk








